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THE SPANISH REVOLT AND NON-INTERVENTION. 


I 


LTHOUGH two weeks have elapsed since the situation in 

Spain was described in these pages' and more news has 

become available regarding the fighting, it is still not possible 
to give any indication of the chances of the success or failure of 
the revolt or more than a brief summary of the position. In a 
situation confused by conflicting reports and at the risk of over- 
simplification it is, however, possible to distinguish a number of 
different sectors in the military operations. The main forces of 
the insurgents are divided into two groups: The southern forces, 
under the command of General Franco, with headquarters at 
Seville, operating along the line Huelva, Seville, Cordoba and 
Granada, whose immediate objectives are Malaga and the Badajoz 
area, to clear the way for an attack on Madrid from the south- 
west ; and the northern forces under General Mola, with 
headquarters at Burgos, operating along a line extending from 
Salamanca to the west of Madrid, through Valladolid, Burgos and 
Pamplona to Saragossa, whose immediate objectives are access 
to the northern seaports—Gijon, Santander, and San Sebastian, 
and the investment of Madrid from the west, north and east. 

The principal fighting in the north has been for the control of 
the Guadarrama mountain passes and for the capture of San 
Sebastian and Saragossa. In the Guadarrama sector (just to the 
north-west of Madrid) a stalemate exists, the Government forces 
having successfully stemmed the insurgents’ advance without, 
however, having dislodged them from their positions. San Sebastian 
and the neighbouring town of Irun have resisted the attacks 
directed at them by the rebels. Saragossa, a military stronghold 
and the key to northern Spain, is held in force by insurgent forces, 
but is threatened by several columns of the Catalan anti-Fascist 
Militia advancing on different sides. One of these is led by Sefior 
Durruti, the Anarcho-Syndicalist leader; another is composed of 
members of the Communist P.O.U.M. (Workers’ Party for the 
Unification of Marxism). In the south General Franco has been 
pressing the attack on Badajoz, which has so far held out, and is 
reported to be preparing to launch an offensive on Malaga. 

To complete this brief survey it should be added that in the 
Balearic Islands the anti-Fascist forces operating from Barcelona 
and Minorca, which remained loyal, though there was an abortive 
rising in Port Mahon, have succeeded in capturing the smaller 
islands—Ivica, Formentera and Cabrera—and are preparing an 
offensive against Majorca after a series of preliminary aerial 


bombardments. 
To sum up: While the insurgents have captured Leon, Old 





(1) Bulletin of August 1, 1936. Vol. XIII. No. 3 
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Castile, Galicia, parts of Aragon, Navarre, Andalusia and 
Estremadura, the Government forces maintain their hold on 
Madrid and New Castile, Murcia, Valencia, Catalonia, Asturias, 
most of the northern sea coast, and the regions round Badajoz 
and Malaga. 


II 


Before dealing with the international repercussions of the revolt, 
there are certain developments during the past fortnight which 
should be mentioned. Perhaps the most important of these jis 
General Franco’s success in transporting Moorish reinforcements, 
estimated to amount to about 9,000 men, across the Straits from 
Ceuta to Algeciras. His success was largely due to the activities 
of his air-fleet of 18 military machines recently acquired from 
Italy,* which more than occupied the attention of the Government 
warships patrolling the Straits. The significance of this incident 
seems to be that in narrow waters control of the sea without air 
power is an insufficient defence against invasion. Upon his con- 
tinued ability to transfer adequate reinforcements from Morocco? 
may well depend the fortunes of the war in the south. 

The decision of the International Committee of Control at 
Tangier on August 8 to forbid the return to the port of Spanish 
Government warships is another important development, as also 
their agreement to admit to the Zone General Franco’s officers 
and officials not in uniform and to recognize passports bearing the 
visa of the Tetuan (7.e. insurgent) authorities as valid. This decision 
followed renewed protests by General Franco against the use of 
the international Zone by Government warships as a base for 
naval operations, and finally settled a number of points which 
had been in dispute for some time between the International 
Committee and the rebel leader. 

On July 30, in Burgos, the establishment by the insurgents 
of a Government under the title of the Committee of National 
Defence (Junta Defensa Nacional) was proclaimed. The new 
authority, which assumed power over the Spanish State, is under 
the presidency of General Cabanellas, supported by six other 
military leaders. One of the first steps of the new Government 
was to dismiss all heads of Spanish Diplomatic missions abroad, 
and to appoint all first secretaries as Chargés d’Affaires. Some 
days previously the resignations of the Spanish Ambassadors in 
Rome and Berlin, the Counsellor in London, and other diplomatic 
officials in South America had been announced. This was under- 
stood to have followed a request from Madrid that the heads of 
Spanish Diplomatic missions should reaffirm their loyalty to the 


(1) The Times, August 3, 1936. 


(2) He is reported to have a further 10,000 Moorish troops ready to bring 
across. 
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Government.' Since that time certain other resignations have been 
handed in, notably by the Ministers in Stockholm, Berne, Vienna, 
Bucarest and Angora, the whole of the Legation Staff in Athens, 
and some of those in Prague. 

Apart from these points of detail the course of events in 
| Barcelona is the most significant development to record—significant 
for the reason that it may well provide some indication of what 
may happen in the rest of Spain, should the unifying effect of the 
Fascist danger be removed. For some time it has been apparent 
that from the time when the Spanish Government and the Catalan 
Generalitat disbanded the loyalist sections of the Army and armed 
the proletariat as a militia in defence of the State against the 
insurgents they had progressively lost direct control over the anti- 
Fascist forces in the country. That this move saved the Popular 
Front Government from defeat is undoubted, but extremism has 
resulted from the inevitable lack of discipline and effective restraint, 
and the Central Authorities have been faced with the danger of 
their unruly team galloping away with them. In the circumstances 
the exercise of a moderating influence has, though it is to be hoped 
only temporarily, become an almost impossible task. Pent up 
passions have been loosed, and elements freed from restraint, crazed 
with hatred and the desire for revenge, have in an atmosphere of 
mutual provocation given themselves over to pillage, murder and 
incendiarism. It must not, however, be thought that these excesses 


have been on one side only, for, if reports are to be believed, the 
insurgents have dealt with their opponents with equal ruthlessness. 
While united in their common immediate aim—the crushing 
of the revolt—the elements composing the anti-Fascist forces are 
following their own line to ultimate objectives which are widely 


divergent. In the struggle between the extremes of the Right 
and the Left there is little place for the Centre, and it is hard to 
draw any other conclusion but that whichever side triumphs the 
forces of liberalism and moderation will be squeezed out of the 
picture for many a year to come. The situation in Catalonia is 
symptomatic of this. 

In Catalonia resistance to the revolt was organized by an anti- 
Fascist Militia directed by a Committee of Fifteen, which nominally 
operated alongside the Generalitat Cabinet under Don Luis 
Companys, but in effect assumed almost complete control. On 
July 31, under the pressure of events, the Cabinet resigned and 
was replaced on the following day by a Council General (also of 
fifteen members) consisting of ten representatives of the Catalan 
Left parties, three Socialists and two technical experts. Don 
Luis Companys had hoped by this reconstruction to form a 
stronger and more effective body which would counterbalance 
the increasing power of the anti-Fascist Militia’s Committee. But 
in this he was disappointed, for the new Cabinet was unable to 





(1) Manchester Guardian, July 31, 1936. 


145 





6 


agree upon a policy and was again reconstructed on August 6 by 
the complete exclusion of the Socialists, whose moderation had 
apparently prevented them from working with the other members, 
But in spite of these changes, which have resulted in each case 
in a move further to the Left, the authority of the Cabinet is over. 
shadowed by the Militia’s Committee, which is the real ruler of 
Catalonia. It should, however, be noted in passing that, though 
it is forced to play second fiddle, the new Generalitat Government 
represents an independent and virtually sovereign Catalan State 
—an all-important development in the Separatist movement, 
which may well be of permanent effect. 

The anti-Fascist Militia’s Committee of Fifteen is composed 
of five Anarcho-Syndicalists—three representatives of the C.N.T. 
(National Federation of Labour) and two representatives of the 
F.A.J. (Iberian Anarchist Federation)—three Socialists of the 
U.G.T. (General Union of Workers), one representative each of 
the official Moscow Communists—now called the P.S.U.C. (the 
United Socialist Party of Catalonia), of the Trotskyist Communists, 
1.e. the P.O.U.M. (Workers’ Party for the Unification of Marxism), 
and of the Rabassaires—-the Peasants’ Party. The four remaining 
places are filled by members of the Esquerra—the Catalan Left- 
wing party. 

The exact position in the Militia’s Committee is not entirely 
clear, as the individual groups are likely to vote from day to day 
differently, according to their immediate interests. It is, however, 
worth noting that the Anarcho-Syndicalists are the most influential 
group in the Committee. 


III 


The question of foreign intervention in Spain became acute 
very soon after the outbreak of the revolt, when it became clear 
that the struggle between the extremes of Right and Left awakened 
something more than mere interest in Rome and Berlin on the 
one hand, and in Moscow and Paris on the other. Direct en- 
couragement, moral and material, from abroad of the rival forces 
in Spain threatened to transfer the clash between rival theories 
from the national to the international sphere. 

On July 30 it became known that five Italian military aeroplanes 
had flown across Algerian territory on their way to Spanish Morocco. 
Three of them made forced landings in French territory. An 
inquiry was instituted by the French authorities and a report was 
issued on August 5. This established the fact that the machines 
were destined for the insurgent base at Melilla, were carrying 
machine guns and ammunition, and were equipped with bomb- 
dropping gear. The interrogation of their pilots revealed that 
they had as recently as July 20 formed part of three squadrons 
(Nos. 55, 57 and 58) of the Italian Regular Air Force; the national 





(1) Manchester Guardian, August 7, 1936. 
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markings on the machines had been freshly painted over. Some of 
the pilots also were reported to have admitted that they had been 
recruited for their mission three days before the outbreak of the 
Spanish revolt. 

This incident, the arrival of German warships in Spanish waters— 
in no way noteworthy had it not been for the visit paid by the 
German Admiral to General Franco at Tetuan—and the strong 
protests, accompanied by demands for indemnities, delivered by 
the German and Italian Governments to the authorities in Madrid 
and Barcelona following the murder of their nationals' aroused 
anxiety lest a naval demonstration and intervention might follow. 
Meanwhile, sympathisers with the Madrid Government in France 
and Russia had been raising funds for transmission to Spain, and 
civil aircraft are reported to have been sent across the frontier to 
Madrid, although, except for commercial machines, the export of 
war material to Spain had been prevented in France since July 25. 
In these circumstances of danger M. Blum, in spite of his 
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lists, # obvious difficulties as head of a Popular Front Government in 
ism), #@ France and greatly to his credit as a statesman, issued on August I 
ning # a pressing appeal to the Governments of the United Kingdom and 
Left-f Italy for ‘‘the rapid adoption and immediate observance of an 






agreed arrangement for non-intervention in Spain.”’ 

His object in confining the appeal in the first instance to the 
United Kingdom and Italy was clearly to achieve an immediate 
agreement between the three Mediterranean Powers directly affected 
by the revolt and to avoid, if possible, the inevitable delays which 
would result from the inclusion in the preliminary negotiations of 
Germany and Russia, whose interests in the situation were of a 
somewhat different and wider nature. An official statement issued 
by the Foreign Ministry also made it clear that French neutrality 
in the dispute must be conditional upon the adoption of a similar 
attitude by other Powers. The export of arms to Spain had been 
prevented, the statement continued, but “‘ the fact that munitions 
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en- @ of war are now being sent from abroad to the insurgents compels 
ces # the French Government to reserve their liberty of judgment in 
les @ the application of their decision.”’ 

The British reply to the French appeal was communicated on 
1es August 4, and was understood strongly to support the principle 
0. of the French proposal, and to suggest the inclusion of Germany 
\n and Portugal in the negotiations. A favourable reply was received 





from Belgium on August 5, and French Diplomatic representatives 
in Berlin, Lisbon, and Moscow received instructions to approach 
the Governments to which they were accredited. At the same 
time detailed proposals for an agreement were circulated. On 
August 5 the Commissariat for Foreign Affairs in Moscow replied 

















(1) The murder cf four German nationals at San Martin, in Catalonia, which 
came to light on August 6, appears undoubtedly to have been a deliberate 
and wanton act. 
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accepting the principle of non-interference, on condition that 
Portugal should be included in the agreement, and “‘ the assistance 
rendered by certain States to the rebels . . . should be immediately 
discontinued.”’ 

It was not until August 7 that a preliminary Italian reply was 
verbally communicated to the French Ambassador in Rome. This 
accepted the principle of non-intervention, but requested elucidation 
on certain points. It was asked whether the expression of moral 
solidarity with one of the parties to the dispute by way of press 
campaigns, public subscription, and public demonstrations did 
not constitute a dangerous form of intervention; whether the 
pledge of non-intervention extended to private persons as well as 
Governments ; and, what means of supervising non-intervention 
the French Government had in mind.' 

On August 8 the Foreign Office in London received a com- 
munication from the German Chargé d’Affaires which promised 
well for the immediate future of the negotiations. An assurance 
was given that no war material of any kind had been sent either 
by the Government or private individuals to the insurgents ; that 
instructions had been sent to German warships in Spanish waters 
to avoid any action likely to be interpreted as indicating sympathy 
with or support for the insurgents; that the Deutschland had not 
landed bombs at Ceuta ; and that no bombing ’planes were being 
sent from Hamburg in a German liner bound for Africa. 

On August g it was reported that the Portuguese Government, 
apparently after some hesitation, had accepted the French 
proposal in principle, though not without qualification. The 
Government desired to secure a Franco-British guarantee of the 
country’s territorial integrity, complete abstention of the Soviet 
Government from any form of intervention, and respect for the Inter- 
national Zone at Tangier by Spanish belligerents.? 

A further British reply was communicated to the French 
Government on August 9g, in which it was pointed out that the 
present state of British law on the subject rendered inevitable 
the formulation of certain minor reservations to the British 
acceptance of the principle of non-intervention. 

Meanwhile the French Government, after a lengthy meeting 
of the Council of Ministers on August 8, redefined their policy and 
issued an important statement announcing their decision to suspend 
the exportation of all war material and aircraft of every kind. This 
closed the gap, left by the exception of commercial aircraft, in 
their decision of July 25. 

The despatch of an invitation to the United States to join in 
the proposed agreement was at one time contemplated, but in 
view of difficulties arising out of the legal position and of assurances 
received from Washington the idea was abandoned. On August II 





(1) Corriere della Sera, August 7, 1936. 
(2) The Times, August 10, 1936. 
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Mr. William Phillips, Under-Secretary of State, issued, in the form 
of instructions to all American Diplomatic and Consular repre- 
sentatives in Spain, the only official indication of the Administra- 
tion’s policy, which contained the following passage : 

‘“* It is clear that our neutrality law with respect to the embargo 
of arms, ammunition, and implements of war has no application 
in the present situation, since that law applies only in the event 
of war between or among nations. On the other hand, in con- 
formity with its well-established policy of non-interference with 
the internal affairs of other countries, whether in time of peace 
or in the event of civil strife, this Government will, of course, 
scrupulously refrain from any interference whatsoever in the 
unfortunate Spanish situation. We believe that American citizens, 
both at home and abroad, are patriotically observing this well- 
recognized American policy.” 

At the moment of writing the position with regard to the non- 
intervention agreement proposed by France may be stated as 
follows: Great Britain, Belgium, Poland, and Soviet Russia 
have replied in a favourable sense, and assurances have been 
received from the United States. Formal replies are now awaited 
from Germany, Italy, and Portugal. All three States have informally 
indicated their acceptance in principle, but have suggested certain 
conditions. In the case of Portugal the conditions formulated 
were of a special nature and are not likely to prove an insuperable 
obstacle. As far as Germany is concerned the unconditional 
acceptance of Soviet Russia‘ should, it is hoped, facilitate a favour- 
able reply. There remains Italy, whose adherence in principle 
was subject to the inclusion in the agreement of special provisions 
preventing the departure of volunteers and the raising of sub- 
scriptions, and providing for adequate international supervision. 
Recognizing the difficulties raised by these reservations’ and fully 
prepared to discuss them without delay, the French Government, 
with the support of the British Government are, however, anxious 
to obtain the immediate operation of a non-intervention agree- 
ment covering a ban on the export of a list of arms, aircraft and 
war material, similar, with minor differences, to that annexed to 


the Arms Traffic Convention of 1925. 
IV 


International non-intervention — to be distinguished from 
neutrality, which in the strict legal sense can apply only in a state 
of war and as between two recognized belligerents*—represents 
a new departure in international law which raises a number of 


(1) The Soviet Government has, according to information received, stopped 
the subscription initiated on behalf of the anti-Fascist forces in Spain. 

(2) To give effect to the Italian proposals, easily applied in a totalitarian State, 
would in a democratic country prove difficult in view of the recognized principle 
of the liberty of the individual: e.g. while organized recruiting of volunteers may 
be prevented, individuals cannot be stopped from crossing the frontier to volunteer. 

(3) In the American Civil War, Great Britain recognized the Southern States 
as belligerents. This example was followed by France and other States, 


149 





Io 


legal and other problems. In case of war the rights and duties 
of neutral Powers and persons have been formulated in Con. 
vention V signed at the Hague on October 18, 1907. Neutral Abye 
Governments are prohibited from active intervention on the side ” 
of one or other of the belligerents who have been recognized as J pai 
such. They are not, however, called upon to prohibit their nationals | 
from trading with either of the belligerents, though they must do J from 
so at their own risk. The system of non-intervention now projected J repre 
goes further, in that it is to apply to a set of circumstances where J s°™¢ 
neither a state of war nor belligerents, as defined by international , 
law, exist, and in that it is proposed that the signatory Govern- 
ments should undertake not only not to intervene actively 
themselves, but to prevent their nationals from exporting certain Italia 
specified arms and war-material either to the Spanish Government J j;,\i. 
or to the insurgent forces. 

It should be noted that the present proposal has been made, & reac! 
for obvious reasons, outside the framework of the League Covenant. J whic 
The only example of a non-intervention agreement contained in 
a multilateral convention is that provided for in Article IV of JB 524 
the General Treaty of Peace and Amity drawn up at the Conference J °°"*' 
of Central American States, and signed on February 7, 1923, which 
reads as follows : Arge 


was 


ARTICLE IV.—In case of civil war no Government of Central Cast 
America shall intervene in favour of or against the Government of D 


of the country where the conflict takes place. 
Grea 


It should be noted that this applies to direct Government 
intervention only. Aust 
Apart from the question of Governmental intervention there 
is the problem of the control of private trading and of the activities the 
of private individuals in the sense of non-intervention. As far as esta’ 
the United Kingdom is concerned the Government possess power ma} 
under the Arms Export Prohibition Order of 1931 to refuse licences om ¢ 


for the export of any of the arms or war material contained in the = 


list annexed to the Order. This list does not contain civil aircraft, Hea 
oil, or essential raw materials. In preventing the export of such ras 
exempted items the Government must, therefore, failing the passage om 
of additional legislature, rely upon such means of dissuasion as also 
they possess with potential exporters. trad 

S. A. H. Sect 








yr , NOTE. ecor 

Vg di 

\, «THE MONTREUX STRAITS CONVENTION, JULY 22, 19306. by | 
Yr . The Information Department has prepared a Memorandum 

(\ $describing the negotiations at the Montreux Conference and the Aus 

©» néw régime of the Straits (as compared with that laid down by 

.,) the Convention of 1923). 

The Memorandum has been mimeographed, and is obtainable 

from the Publications Department, price 6d. (postage 1d.) 
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II 
CHRONOLOGY. 


Abyssinia. i 
July 28th.—Abyssinians attacking Italian outposts south of Addis 


Ababa were reported to have been dispersed with heavy losses. 

According to news brought to Khartoum by Captain Brophil 
from Gore, a stable Government had been formed in Western Abyssinia 
representing the Galla and Amhara tribes, and controlling an area of 
some 100,000 square miles. 

August 1st.—Jibuti Railway Agreement. (See Italy). 

August 2nd.—According to reports reaching Egypt, Addis Ababa 
was in a state of siege, surrounded by strong forces of Abyssinians. 

August 4th.—Reports also reached Egypt that a battle between 
Italians and Abyssinians was raging round Lake Tana, and that the 
Italian garrison at Moggio had been attacked. 

August 5th.—Reports from Rome stated that Ras Seyyum had 
reached Addis Ababa, where he would confirm the act of submission 
which he made in May. 

Messages from Gore, Western Abyssinia, stated that Ras Imru 
had raised an army of 60,000 to fight the Italians, and was claiming 


considerable successes for his troops. 


Argentina. 
August 7th.—The appointment was announced of Dr. Don Ramon 


Castillo, Minister of Education, to be Minister of the Interior, and 
of Dr. Don Jorge la Torre, to be Minister of Education. 


Termination of the Anglo-Argentine Trade Agreement. (See 
Great Britain). 


Australia. 
August 2nd.—In an interview on his return from Great Britain, 


the Commonwealth Attorney-General, Mr. Menzies, advocated the 
establishment of a Dominions Secretariat to co-ordinate policy on 
major issues. Lack of unanimity and, in certain cases, undue touchiness 
on questions of status, he said, prevented the Dominions from making 
an effective contribution towards peace. 

August 6th.—Speaking at Brisbane Mr. Hughes, Minister for 
Health, said that every section of the Empire must make preparations 
for its own defence and for going immediately to the assistance of 
any part that was attacked. Mr. Pearce, Minister for External Affairs, 
also stressed the need for co-ordination of a common policy regarding 
trade and defence, and strongly urged the establishment of an Imperial 
Secretariat for the purpose. 

In a speech at Melbourne Mr. Menzies urged that another world 
economic conference be held. Empire trade agreements merely 
redistributed and did not increase trade, which could only be increased 
by bringing countries such as Germany into the world’s markets. 


Austria. 
July 29th.—An organized Nazi demonstration occurred at the 


ceremony attending the arrival of the Olympic torch in Vienna, at 
which Nazi and German songs and slogans were chanted, and Prince 
Starhemberg’s speech was greeted by cat-calls and booing. Stink 
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bombs were thrown after the meeting, and Nazis were charged by 
the police. Several hundred arrests were made, and many Nazis were 
sent to the Wollersdorf concentration camp. 

July 30th.—It was officially stated that in view of the Nazi dis. 
turbance in Vienna an amnesty which was in preparation for Nazis 
serving terms of imprisonment, imposed by the police under their 
special powers, had been cancelled. Nazis sentenced by the regular 
Courts, who had been released under the recent amnesty, would have 
to serve the remainder of their commuted sentences if they were 
concerned in the outbreak of the previous day. It was reported that 
130 of the prisoners arrested had been held for trial. 

Speaking at Klagenfurt, Dr. von Schuschnigg said that it was 
Austria’s duty to do everything possible to normalize her relations 
with the great German Reich. “If, however, there be an enemy 
within the country,” he added, “‘ then it is our duty to face him with 
an open visor.” 

The German ban on the Linzer Volksblatt. (See Germany). 

July 31st.—According to reports from Vienna, 40 Nazi leaders who 
were benefiting from the recent amnesty were re-arrested, as a result 
of the demonstration on July 29th, including Dr. Franz Schattenfroh, 
the alleged leader of the clandestine Nazi organization. 

At a mass meeting of protest against the Nazi outbreak, organized 
by the Fatherland Front, Herr Zernatto, the party secretary, declared 
that the latter organization was now and would continue to be on 
the offensive, and any counter-offensive would be “ chased to the 
devil.” 


German comment on the Nazi demonstration. (See Germany). 

August 8th.—The Prince of Piedmont arrived in Salzburg on an 
official visit. 

August 11th.—It was announced that the liquidation, by the 
Government, had been completed of the property of the 5,000 Socialist, 
Communist and Nazi clubs and trade unions, closed down and wound 
up after the risings of February and July, 1934. 


um. 

August 3rd.—In view of the fact that both the Spanish Govern- 
ment and the insurgents had given orders for armaments to Belgian 
factories, the Government decided to establish a system of licence 
for the export of arms, and to appoint a Royal Commission to control 
the manufacture of arms and munitions. 

August 6th.—The Government accepted an invitation from the 
French Government to join in an agreement for non-intervention in 
the Spanish conflict, and intimated that an order had been issued 
prohibiting the export of arms of all sorts to Spain. 


August 4th—The Government ratified the Montreux Straits 
Convention. 


Canada. 


July 31st.—President Roosevelt arrived in Quebec on a visit as the 
guest of the Governor-General. Replying to speeches of welcome by 
Lord Tweedsmuir and Mr. Mackenzie King, he referred to the century 
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of peace and friendship between Canada and the United States, and 
expressed the hope that in future the heads of the Canadian and 
American nations would see more of each other, “ not as foreigners, 


but as neighbours and friends.” 


July 29th.—A sudden invasion of Kwangsi by Yunnan troops, 
presumably under Nanking orders, was reported. 

According to the Nanking financial commissioner in Kwangtung, 
the Provincial finances were chaotic owing to the levy of illegal taxes 
to the amount of $31,000,000, the total revenue being only $54,000,000, 
and the expenditure $65,000,000. Expenditure would be reduced to 
$40,000,000, mainly by halving the Provincial forces. 

Generals Pei Chung-hsi, Li Chung-jen and Huang Shaoh-siung 
were reported to have declined the posts offered them by the Nanking 
Government, while promising to retire from politics and to refrain 
from interference with the Government’s control of Kwangsi. 

August 1st.—The Nanking Government’s edicts appointing Generals 
Pei Chung-hsi and Li Chung-jen members of the National Defence 
Council, and thus practically dismissing them from their Kwangsi 
posts, took effect. 

The intended establishment in Kwangsi of an autonomous Govern- 
ment with a Constitution appealing to the common people was 
postponed, apparently because 15,000 Kwangsi militia near the 
Kwangtung border revolted and disarmed. 

General Chiang Kai-shek’s bodyguard arrived in Canton. 

August 2nd.—General Chiang Kai-shek sent an ultimatum to 
Kwangsi, demanding that it submit before August 5th; otherwise a 
punitive expedition would be launched. 

Kwangsi troops were reported to have invaded Kwangtung, near 
Fungchwan and Doshing, while the main body of the army was stated 
to be on the mountains west of Wuchow. The entire Kwangsi forces 
were stated to exceed 500,000, though only a small fraction were fully 
equipped. 

Nanking troops were believed to be closing in on Kwangsi from 
all sides, while four Chinese gunboats were awaiting developments 
at Hong-Kong. 

British and American gunboats were stationed at Wuchow ready 
to evacuate foreigners. 

August 1oth.—Reports reached Peking that two regiments of 
Japanese troops from the Kwantung Army had arrived at Changpei, 
Chahar. 

The Japanese military authorities at Kalgan were understood to 
have refused to allow Chinese, foreigners, and even Japanese civilians 
to trave in Eastern Inner Mongolia. 

Fighting was reported to have occurred on the eastern border of 
Suiyuan Province between Mongol forces, commanded by Japanese, 
and Chinese Government troops. 

August 11th.—Chiang Kai-shek arrived in Canton, and there were 
stated to be 14 divisions of his troops in Kwantung. 

The Kwangsi leaders again rejected Nanking’s terms, in spite 
of the pressure put upon the Province by the imposition of a virtual 


economic blockade. 
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Czechoslovakia. 

August 2nd.—German denunciation of Article 13 of the German. 
Czechoslovak Agreement of 1920. (See Germany). 

August 3rd.—Referring in a speech at Falkenau to rumours oj 
an alleged German offer to Czechoslovakia, Dr. Czech, the Minister 
of Health, said that Czechoslovakia could not accept any agreement 
which would involve the abandonment of any of its friends and 
proved allies. 

August 6th.—An aeroplane carrying two Spanish passengers, and 
piloted by an Englishman, Mr. Cathcart Jones, made a forced landing 
at Pilsen, on the way from Rome to Marienbad, where King Alfonso 
of Spain was staying with Prince Metternich. The aeroplane was 
detained at Marienbad. 

August 7th.—A deputation called at the Government offices at 
Marienbad with the request that King Alfonso should be expelled 
from Czechoslovak territory, on the ground that he was negotiating 
with the insurgents in Spain. 

August 8th.—King Alfonso left Czechoslovakia for Vienna. 

August 10th.—Mr. Cathcart Jones escaped with his aeroplane 
across the frontier. 


Danzig Free City. 

August 5th.—Under a new ordinance tightening the restrictions 
on the press, the Danziger Volkszeitung, the organ of the Centre 
(Catholic) Party, was stated to have been suspended for six months 
for publishing a defamatory article. 


Egypt. 
August 1st.—A draft agreement on the Sudan was initialled by 
the British and Egyptian Heads of Delegations. 


France. 
July 28th.—The Government tabled a Bill for combating the high 


cost of living, by which wholesale prices would be controlled by « 
National Committee, under the presidency of the Minister for National 
Economy, and retail prices by Departmental Committees, under the 
presidency of the Prefects. 

July 30th.—M. Blum explained to the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the Senate that the Government adhered to their decision to refrain 
from any action likely to give the impression of their taking sides in 
the Spanish conflict, and denied reports that aeroplanes and war 
material had already been delivered to the Spanish Government. 
There was no question, however, he said, of forbidding the export o/ 
commercial aircraft ordered before the insurrection, or of fuel or food 
supplies. 

Four British aeroplanes bound for Lisbon, where it was stated 
they were to be sold, were held up by the authorities at Bordeaux. 

The Chamber approved by a show of hands the Government's 
Bill for financial assistance to small merchants and manufacturers, 
under which small enterprises which found it difficult to meet their 
increased labour costs, owing to recent social legislation, were to be 
offered a Government loan for a period not exceeding 270 days, at the 
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prevailing rate of discount of the Bank of France, to be advanced by 
the local Banque Populaire. 

The Minister of Commerce announced that special measures would 
be taken to help small enterprises to meet all commitments falling 
due on July 31st. 

M. Marin’s motion inviting the Government to submit without 
delay a Bill giving women the right to vote was approved by the 
Chamber by 488 votes to 2. 

The Chamber authorized the Government, by 498 votes to 36, 
to modify by decree the provisions of the existing Customs tariff. 

The Doyen of the Regents of the Bank of France protested at a 
meeting of the Council against the criticisms levelled recently against 
the Regents. They had always been impartial, he said, in the dis- 
tribution of credit, with due regard to the interests of the nation. 
Refusal to help the former Government during the electoral period 
and after the German reoccupation of the Rhineland would have 
meant that public treasuries would have had to close. By substituting 
representatives of prospective borrowers for the existing Council of 
Regents the present Government was running the risk that the 
interests of a stable currency might one day be subordinated to their 
need for funds. 

Stay-in strikes in French India. (See India). 

August 1st.—The Cabinet decided to appeal to the British and 
Italian Governments, for “‘ the rapid adoption and rigid observance 
of an agreed arrangement for non-intervention in Spain.” They also 
issued a communiqué announcing this decision, and stating that “‘pending 
the establishment of a community of views on this subject between 
all the principal Governments concerned, the fact that war supplies 
are now reaching the insurgents from foreign countries obliges the 
French Government to reserve its freedom of judgment in regard to 
the application of a decision taken by it.” 

The four British aeroplanes held up at Bordeaux were authorized 
to return to England. 

Jibuti Railway Agreement. (See Italy). 

August 2nd.—The Foreign Minister, speaking at Sarlat on the 
Spanish conflict, said ‘‘ there must be no crusade of ideals in 
Europe, a crusade which would inevitably end in war.” 

French Note to the British Government ve neutrality towards 
Spain. (See Great Britain). 

The Mufti of the Grand Mosque of Algiers, Sheikh Ben Ali 
Mahmud, was murdered in Algiers. Four Algerians were arrested in 
connection with the crime, which was believed to have a political 
motive. 

The Comte de Chambrun’s conversation with Count Ciano re 
neutrality towards Spain. (See Italy). 

Conversations between M. Labeyrie, Governor of the Bank of 
France, and Dr. Schacht. (See Germany). 

August 4th.—M. Frangois-Poncet’s conversation with Baron von 
Neurath on the subject of neutrality towards Spain. (See Germany). 

In an interview with the new Spanish Ambassador, Senor de 
Albornoz, M. Delbos protested against the commandeering in Madrid 
of four aircraft recently sent for the repatriation of French nationals ; 
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he later issued a communiqué stating that the Spanish Government 
had decided to return the ’planes to the Air France Company. 

During the debate in the Chamber on the Supplementary Estimates, 
which were unanimously passed, M. Vincent-Auriol said the sub. 
scriptions for the new Government loan now exceeded 2,300 million 
francs, and that the lists would be kept open for some time longer: 
the Government had to choose between bonds and bank-notes, and 
he thought bonds were far better. He stated that more than 1,000,000 
francs worth of gold had returned to France ; those who sought to 
send money out of the country had 26 days in which to repent, after 
which the machinery of the law would be set in motion. 

The Chamber approved on a show of hands the Government's 
Bill by which persons guilty of spreading false reports, tending to 
cast doubt on the stability of the currency, or dissuading the public 
from subscribing for Government loans might be punished by a fine 
of up to 10,000 francs and imprisonment up to two years. 

The Government’s bill for controlling prices was also passed by 
the Chamber by 366 votes to 194. 

The Senate unanimously approved the Public Works Bill pro- 
viding for an expenditure of 20,000,000,000 francs (about £267,000,000) 
during the next three years. An amendment was accepted providing 
that only French nationals were to be employed on Government public 
works. 

The annual congress of the National Federation of Teachers at 
Lille approved a resolution demanding the immediate annulment of 
the “ abominable ” war guilt clause in the Versailles Treaty ; unilateral 
disarmament with a return to 12 or 6 months’ military service ; and 
arrangements with other unions for the declaration of a general strike 
the moment mobilization was ordered, no matter for what purpose. 

At a meeting of 10,000 employers and men of the lace industry 
of Calais, it was decided, in view of competition from America, Brazil 
and Great Britain, to send a delegation to M. Blum, to request the 
prevention of the export of French looms to foreign countries intending 
to compete with French producers. 

M. Labeyrie’s statement on an international currency agreement. 
(See Netherlands). 


August 5th.—In a speech at the congress of the National Teachers’ 
Federation at Lille, M. Jouhaux, secretary-general of the C.G.T., said 
that in the face of the Spanish situation there could be no neutrality 
for the conscientious worker; the old dogma of non-intervention 
had cost them dear, and now threatened to cost them more. The 
defeat of the Spanish workers might well prove their own defeat, even 
the defeat of their own country. The day that Signor Mussolini 
occupied Ceuta the Mediterranean problem would be settled, but 
against France. 

The Soviet Government’s reply to the French representations 
ve non-intervention in Spain. (See U.S.S.R.) 

M. Labeyrie’s statement on an international currency agreement. 
(See The Netherlands). 

August 6th.—Detailed proposals for non-intervention in Spain 
were transmitted to the British and other interested Governments, 
providing for a ban on the export of all war materials and of aircraft 
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of any kind, and for an undertaking on the part of the signatories to 
inform each other of action taken to fulfil the agreement. 

A bill was adopted by the Senate providing for compulsory teach- 
ing in all State schools of the duty of maintaining national independence 
and contributing to national defence. The Minister of Education 
declared in the Chamber that any teaching attacking the national 
defence would be immediately punished. 

It was announced that the Government had advised British 
bankers that they intended to exercise their option of renewing, for 
a further period of three months, the loan of £40,000,000 at 3 per 
cent. granted in February. This, the second renewal, would carry 
the credit on to November 2oth. 

The enquiry by the authorities in French Morocco into the forced 
landing of Italian aircraft there showed that, prior to July 2oth, the 
aeroplanes had belonged to the Italian Air Force, and that part of 
their crews were disguised Air Force men. The two "planes seized 
carried war equipment, and Italian maps found in them showed their 
destinations to be Ceuta and Melilla. 

August 7th.—Supporting in the Senate the Government’s Bill for 
partial nationalization of the armaments industry, M. Daladier said 
the Bill would give him the power to control all stages of armaments 
production and to stop the activities of certain foreign firms. Times 
were more critical, he said, than at any period since the war; the 
Government would do their duty in arming the country. 

The Chamber approved a Bill by which Juges de Paix could grant 
a moratorium of up to two years for all debts except wages, to farmers. 

In denial of a report in Le Populaire that he had strongly criticized 
the Government, M. Thorez, Secretary-General of the Communist 
Party, wrote a conciliatory letter to M. Blum, assuring him of the 
loyal support of his party. 

August 8th.—It was reported that the Government had author- 
ized the delivery of five aeroplanes ordered by the Spanish Government 
some weeks before the outbreak of civil war. 

An official statement issued after a Cabinet meeting announced 
that henceforth the Government would suspend exports to Spain 
from any French source of all war material and aircraft of any kind. 

The Senate passed the Bill for partial nationalization of the 
armaments industry with technical amendments which necessitated 
its going back to the Chamber for approval. 

August gth.—In a speech at St. Cloud, M. Blum avoided any 
reference to the question of supplying munitions to Spain, but empha- 
sized that there was now not one corner of Europe where a fire once 
lit did not threaten to spread to the rest of the world. Peace was 
general, or it did not exist. Security, which was collective confidence 
in the durability and solidity of peace, rested alone in the reciprocity 
of international engagements. 

August 10th.—Soviet Government’s readiness to adhere to 
proposals ve non-intervention in Spain. (See U.S.S.R.) 

Sefior Zamora arrived in Paris, and in a statement to the press 
said he had left Madrid early in July, soon after “ that fateful vote 
in the Cortes.”” He had then declared that the legal Constitution 
would disappear with him, and events had proved him to be right. 

‘“*T was the only obstacle to civil war,” he continued, “I was 
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the brake. And now that I have gone there is no one to continue the 
task of conciliating Left and Right.” 

He believed that the greatest defect of the Constitution was the 
absence of a Second Chamber ; if they had had a Senate there might 
have been no civil war. . 

August 11th.—Signature of Trade Agreement with Italy. (Ses 
Italy). 
The Government issued a decree prohibiting the export of iron ore. 

The six Italian airmen who made a forced landing in French 
Morocco were sentenced to a month’s imprisonment and a fine. Some 
of them were reported to have stated that they had been recruited 
for their mission three days before the Spanish rising began. 

The Chamber passed the Bill to nationalize war industries, with 
the amendments introduced by the Senate. These included the 
addition of the following definitions of war material: Firearms and 
their ammunition, fighting aircraft, warships, fighting vehicles, and 
materials intended to give protection against war gases. 

The Bill was permissory, and it was made clear that the Govern- 


ment would be circumspect in its application. 


Germany. 
July 30th.—The recently rescinded ban on the Austrian Linzer 


Volksblatt was reimposed. 
July 31st.—The Foreign Minister informed the diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of Belgium, France and Great Britain that the German 


Government accepted the invitation “to a Five-Power Conversation 
on a Western Pact,” and emphasized the need for preparatory diplomatic 
deliberations. 

It was stated in official quarters that, on the expiring at midnight 
of the four months’ period during which the Government undertook 
not to increase the reoccupation of the demilitarized Rhineland zone, 
no precipitate action would be taken, but that arrangements had been 
made for gradual reinforcement. Troops would not be advanced, 
at present, beyond the line occupied in March. 

Under a new police order, it was learnt, Jews in Northern Germany 
would be unable to obtain or to renew passports. 

Commenting on the Austrian Nazi demonstration in Vienna on 
July 29th the press, which had originally attributed it to ‘* Jewish 
Marxists in disguise,” now made no attempt to contradict the Vienna 
version of the affair, while suggesting that Habsburg and Heimwehr 
elements might have shared the responsibility with “ politically 
ignorant Nazi elements.” 

August 1st.—The Olympic Games were opened in Berlin. 

August 2nd.—Press comments on the Five-Power Conference of 
Locarno Powers gave the impression that Germany was exclusively 
interested in the business of concluding a Western Pact. According 
to the Hamburger Fremdenblatt, “‘ the work of the conference must 
not be burdened by themes which have no immediate connexion with 
the questions of the West.” 

It was reported that Germany had denounced from October rst 
Article 13 of the German-Czechoslovak Agreement of 1920, by which 
neither country might admit as citizens a national of the other country 
before he or she had been released from the original citizenship. The 
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denunciation was a sequel to the Czechoslovak protest against the 
recent election of three Bohemian Nazis to the German Reichstag. 


August 3rd.—The foreign exchange control office issued a decree 
making it impossible for Americans to export to Germany by means 
of barter transactions. 

M. Labeyrie, the new Governor of the Bank of France, arrived 
in Berlin on what was officially described as a “ courtesy” visit to 
Dr. Schacht. 

German Admiral’s visit to General Franco at Tetuan. (See Spain). 

August 4th.—The French Ambassador, M. Frangois-Poncet, called 
on Baron von Neurath, to propose the policy of non-intervention in 
the Spanish conflict. No definite reply was given, but it was under- 
stood to have been stated that Germany’s attitude would be governed 
largely by that of Russia. 

The press gave prominence to a report of the Official News Agency 
from Moscow about “ material and moral support in the Soviet Union 
for the Spanish Marxists,”’ and drew attention, in its comment, to the 
inflexibility of Soviet world revolutionary aims. 

August 5th.—Sir Robert Vansittart, Permanent Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, had a conversation with Herr Hitler 
during his visit to Berlin. 

A German-Lithuanian Trade Treaty was signed, embodying a 
series of agreements on exchange of goods and payments, frontier 
traffic, labour permits for the nationals of each country in the country 
of the other, and veterinary regulations. Special account was taken 
of Memel’s interests. A joint committee was set up to regulate doubtful 
questions not covered by the agreements. The trade and payments 
agreements were to come into force on August 15th, whether or not 
the treaty were ratified. 

Press comment on the Spanish conflict attacked Russia for in- 
tervening in Spain to spread Communism, and France for “ double- 
dealing,” in putting forward ‘“‘a very dubious non-intervention 
proposal,’’ while at the same time permitting the delivery of French 
arms to the Spanish Government. 

August 7th—German protest against shooting of Germans in 
Catalonia. (See Spain). 

August 8th.—The British Ambassador visited Baron von Neurath 
and supported the démarche of the French Ambassador of the previous 
day, regarding non-intervention in Spain. 

Assurance to the British Government of non-intervention in 
Spain. (See Great Britain). 

August 11th.—Herr von Ribbentrop was appointed Ambassador 
at the Court of St. James’s. 


July 28th.—The Prime Minister received a deputation from both 


Houses of Parliament, which included Lord Salisbury, Lord Lloyd, 
Sir Austen Chamberlain, and Mr. Churchill, on the subject of defence. 


July 29th.—Mr. Ormsby-Gore announced in the House of Commons 


that the Royal Commission on Palestine would be composed of Lord 
Peel (Chairman), Sir Horace Rumbold (Vice-Chairman), Sir Laurie 
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Hammond, Sir Morris Carter, Sir Harold Morris, and Professor R. 
Coupland. They would be instructed to find out the underlying causes 
of unrest, how the Mandate was being implemented, and what 
grievances, if any, existed under a proper construction of the Mandate. 
If such legitimate grievances were found, the Commission was to 
report how they could be permanently removed. Its work in Palestine 
would not begin until order had been restored, and no time-limit was 
set for its completion. 

At question-time in the Commons Mr. Eden reported that Germany 
was fortifying Heligoland, thereby committing a unilateral breach 
of a treaty ; but the Government were not going to wreck the chance 
of success in the latest effort towards a European settlement by taking 
up this case in isolation. 

In reply to a question on the arrest in Manchuria, on June 17th, 
of a British Indian subject, Hussein, and his wife and son, on a charge 
of defrauding Japanese shops of small sums, Mr. Eden stated that 
when, on representations being made by the British Ambassador in 
Tokyo to the Japanese Government, the prisoners were handed over 
to the Consul-General at Mukden, it was clear that they had been 
severely tortured. At the British request the Japanese authorities 
were investigating the matter. 

Sir Samuel Hoare stated that the keels of the two new battleships 
would be laid on January, 1937. 

Speaking on League reform in the House of Lords, Viscount 
Halifax said it was their duty to find a solution, as between the two 
extremes, of a system of automatic and universal coercion and an 
evisceration of the Covenant, such as would leave it merely a body for 
consultation and conciliation, and also to take account of the views of 
the Dominions on those issues. There must be a collective plan, 
aiming at the deterrence of aggression, and yet providing more 
effectively than hitherto for the remedy of potential causes of war ; 
he favoured the strengthening of Article XI of the Covenant by making 
it no longer dependent on the complete unanimity of the Council or 
Assembly. 

July 30th.—The following appointments in the Government were 
announced: Mr. H. Ramsbotham, Minister of Pensions; Lord Ply- 
mouth and Lord De La Warr, Parliamentary Under-Secretaries of 
State for Foreign Affairs, and for the Colonies, respectively. 

Lord Swinton announced in the House of Lords the creation of a 
new Royal Air Force Reserve, open only to civilians between the 
ages of 18 and 25. 

In reply to a question in the House of Commons, Mr. Runciman 
stated that the Export Credits Guarantee Department of the Board of 
Trade had agreed to provide guarantees up to {10,000,000 in con- 
nexion with orders to be placed by Soviet import erganizations for 
goods manufactured in the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Runciman also stated, with regard to debt negotiations with 
the Italian Government, that the latter were not willing to accept 
any arrangement which the Government could regard as adequate. 
The negotiations had therefore been temporarily suspended. Mean- 
while, he added, severe restrictions were imposed by Italy on imports 
from Great Britain; exports from Italy to this country, other than 
fruit and vegetables, could not yet be effected. 
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The terms of an understanding reached during the current Anglo- 
Russian naval conversations in London, on which a formal agreement 
could be based, were communicated to representatives of the U.S.A. 
and France, and also to the Italian, German, Polish, and Japanese 
Governments. 

Anglo-Portuguese colonial discussions were reported to have taken 
place during the visit to London of the Portuguese Foreign Minister. 

July 31st.—In reply to questions raised in Parliament Viscount 
Cranborne assured the House that the Government had no intention 
of recognizing Italian annexation of Abyssinia, or of permitting the 
sale of armaments to Italy for use against the Abyssinians. As to 
the Austro-German agreement, so far as it succeeded in increasing 
stability in Central Europe, it would be welcomed by Great Britain. 

Turning to the Locarno conversations, he said that there was a 
danger of blocs forming, which might arm against each other. The 
French, Belgian and British Governments had made it clear that they 
did not want blocs, but free and equal discussion with Italy and 
Germany. 

August 1st.—Speaking at Oxford, the Russian Ambassador, Mr. 
Maisky, said the principles of Soviet foreign policy were self-determina- 
tion of nations and peace. The pacts of mutual assistance concluded 
with France and Czechoslovakia were not opposed to non-aggression 
pacts, but an additional buttress to them, and were open from the 
start to Germany and Poland. The U.S.S.R. had no interest in war, 
except for self-defence, having no capital invested abroad, no pressure 
of population, and containing nearly all the raw materials within their 
territories. Above all, peace was needed for the work of internal 
reconstruction. 

Mr. Maisky stressed the idea that peace was indivisible, and the 
danger of making a piecemeal settlement in Europe. He did not 
believe that the general structure of the League required any funda- 
mental changes, but certain supplementary measures were needed to 
perfect the Covenant, namely, a definition of the aggressor, and a 
clarification of the obligation of all League members to impose sanctions 
once the aggressor had been defined. 

August 2nd.—The French Ambassador delivered a Note from the 
French Government at the Foreign Office, appealing to the British 
Government for the rapid adoption and the rigid observance of an 
agreed arrangement for non-intervention in Spain. 

August 4th.—The British reply to the French Note was handed 
to the French Ambassador. It was understood to be in agreement 
with the French principle of non-intervention in the Spanish conflict, 
and to have suggested ordinary diplomatic negotiations, in which 
Germany and Portugal should be included, as the best means of 
achieving an agreement. 

August 7th—The Government gave notice to terminate the 
Anglo-Argentine Trade Agreement of 1933 on November 7th, 1936. 

August 8th.—The German Chargé d’Affaires informed the Govern- 
ment that no war materials had been, or would be, sent to the Spanish 
insurgents. 

_ August 10th.—It was announced in London that the Iraq Petroleum 
Company had secured a controlling interest in Mosul Oil Fields, Limited, 
a private company formed in 1932 to acquire all the shares in the 
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British Oil Development Co. (The latter had secured a concession 
of some 45,000 square miles on the other side of the Tigris from the 
Iraqi Government). 

The Board of the Mosul Oil Fields was reconstituted, the eight 
Italian members resigning and being replaced by representatives of the 
purchasers. 


Greece. 


August 4th.—A general 24-hour strike was stated to have been 
called in Athens and the Pirzus, as a Labour protest against the recent 
decree providing for compulsory arbitration in labour disputes and 
the Government’s intervention in the administration of the provident 
funds of the unions. 

Decrees were drafted by the Cabinet, signed by the King, and 
published during the night proclaiming martial law, suspending the 
operation of certain articles of the Constitution and dissolving the 
Chamber. A Proclamation defending this action was published 
simultaneously, stating that the Cabinet had information that the 
Communists were prepared to take advantage of the general strike in 
order to start a revolution, and that it was therefore advisable to 
concentrate all authority in the hands of the Prime Minister, General 
Metaxas. 

August 5th.—The strike was reported to have failed ; the various 
provincial garrisons telegraphed their allegiance to the King. 

The following changes in the Cabinet were announced: M. 
Constantine Zavitsianos was appointed Vice-President of the Council, 
Minister of Finance and temporarily of National Economy; and 
M. Alexander Korizis, Minister of Public Assistance. 

In a message to the nation, General Metaxas justified the dictator- 
ship established, as being necessary to prevent the Communists from 
exploiting the economic difficulties of the country, In a further 
declaration he promised enforcement of an 8-hour day, social insurance 
and a minimum wage for labourers. 

Athens was reported to be under military occupation, but it was 
semi-officially stated that there had been no disorders following the 
declaration of martial law. 

August 7th.—General Metaxas told foreign pressmen that he had 
taken the minimum measures necessary to deal with the situation ; 
the Government would reconsider the situation when the danger 
was past. There was no question of a general election for the present, 
he said ; foreign policy would not be changed. 

M. Georgakopoulos, the Under-Secretary of the Political Bureau, 
was sworn in as Minister of Education. 

The Montreux Straits Convention was ratified. 

August toth.—General Metaxas broadcast an appeal to the people, 
in which he pointed out that the political parties, “‘on which you 
Greeks had set your hopes and which have often brought you to the 
brink of ruin,” had plunged into compromises with nothing but party 
gains in view, and were quarrelling because without doing so they 
could not exist. 

On August 5th, he declared, bloodshed would have started through- 
out Greece had not the Government taken action the night before. 
For that action he took full responsibility. 
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“July 30th.—It was learnt that a textile stay-in strike at three 
mills in Pondicherry (French India) had led to the death of two labourers 
and one French Sepoy, and many injuries. At the British Consul- 
General’s request an armed police force was sent to rescue British 
workers who had been besieged in the Rodier Mill (a British mill). 
After escorting the latter from the mill the police were fired on by 
strikers, and fired, killing two labourers and wounding seven. 

July 31st.—The situation at Pondicherry was reported quiet, 
though the presence of 8,000 unemployed mill-workers constituted a 
menace. Mill-owners had decided not to reopen the mills until assured 
that business could be carried on peacefully. 


Iraq. 

Yale 29th.—It was learned that a decree had been issued with- 
drawing martial law in the Middle Euphrates area, where a section of 
the Dhwalim tribe revolted in April. The tribes concerned had been 
disarmed and fined, it was stated, and order was now restored. Most 
of the death sentences imposed had been commuted to life imprisonment. 

August 1oth.—Acquisition by Iraq Petroleum Company of con- 
trolling interest in Mosul Oil Fields, Limited. (See Great Britain). 


Irish Free State. 
August 2nd.—Speaking at Enniscorthy, Mr. de Valera warned 


minorities against using force, asking them to look at Europe and 


guess what was likely to happen in Ireland if the “ shirt ** movement 
were allowed to go on. The new Constitution, he added, would so 
consolidate the position that no future party was ever likely to get 
the nation to retrace its steps. 


Italy. 
July 30th.—Anglo-Italian trade negotiations suspended. (See 
Great Britain). 

Italian aeroplanes sent to Spanish Morocco. (See Spain). 

The Foreign Minister notified the diplomatic representatives of 
France, Great Britain and Belgium of the Italian Government’s 
acceptance in principle of the invitation to take part in a Conference 
of the five Locarno Powers. They considered it useful, he added, to 
have the conference adequately prepared by exchanges of views through 
the ordinary diplomatic channels. 

July 31st.—An official enquiry was instituted into the fate of the 
Italian aeroplanes which landed in Spanish Morocco. 

August 2nd.—An agreement was stated to have been signed in 
Rome between the chairman of the Jibuti-Addis Ababa Railway and 
the Italian Government, dealing with freights and their methods of 
payment during the period from August Ist to December 3Ist, 1936. 
The agreement was semi-officially described as very favourable to 
the Company. 

August 3rd.—The French Ambassador visited the Foreign Minis- 
ter, “to put forward verbally the proposal of a preliminary Anglo- 
Franco-Italian understanding for the respect and maintenance of 
neutrality towards the happenings in Spain.’’ Count Ciano was stated 
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to have reserved his reply until he had conferred with Signor Mussolini, 
who was then in Venice. 

It was reported that, in reply to a recent movement among Italian 
workmen for an increase in wages, the President of the Federation of 
Industrial Workers had declared that in view of the difficult conditions 
of the various industries, it would be unjust to ask for a general in- 
crease, and that only particular cases would be considered. A new 
collective contract was stated to have been agreed on in the metallurgical 
industry, by which 500,000 workers would receive an increase of 
IO per cent. in wages. 

August 5th.—It was announced that the War Office had decided 
to reduce recruiting for service in Abyssinia. 

Figures were published stating that of 131,000 workmen sent to 
Abyssinia from January to July, 1935, 96,945 still remained in 
East Africa. 

August 6th.—An official reply to the French appeal for a non- 
intervention agreement regarding Spain stated that Italy adhered 
in principle to the thesis of non-intervention, but inquired whether 
moral solidarity with one of the parties in conflict did not in itself 
constitute intervention, whether the engagement of non-intervention 
would have a universal character, binding individuals as well as 
Governments, and whether the French Government had in view any 
plan to control the observance of the engagement. 

A recent decision of the High Command in East Africa to treble 
the size of the Amharic-speaking native army in Abyssinia was stated 
in authoritative quarters to be aimed at the establishment of an 
adequate police force, without any aggressive intention; it did not 
therefore contravene the principle that “ natives should not be com- 
pelled to military duties other than local policing and territorial 
defence,” accepted by Italy in her Memorandum to Geneva of June 3oth. 

August 8th.—Official protest against attacks on Italians in Spain. 
(See Spain). 

August 10th.—The Foreign Minister informed the French Am- 
bassador of Signor Mussolini’s acceptance in principle of the French 
proposals ve non-intervention, stating that, for the time being, the 
Duce would set aside the three reservations with which he had qualified 
his acceptance of them on August 6th. 

August 11th—A Trade Agreement with France was signed in 
Rome, providing for the immediate resumption of normal trade 
relations between the two countries. 

Sentences on Italian airmen in French Morocco. (See France). 
Japan. j svi 

July 29th.—Some 3,000 changes in the commissioned ranks of the 
Army were announced, including the dismissal of Generals Tatekawa 
and Yanagawa, two divisional commanders at opposite extremes in 
Army politics. 

. July 31st.—Captain Yamaguchi was sentenced to life imprison- 
ment, and five lieutenants to terms ranging from four to six years, 
for being accessories before the crime, in the February revolt. 

August 7th.—An article on pot ghe peg co-operation in Asaht 
suggested that Japan’s price for this would be recognition not only of 
Manchukuo but of Japan’s special position in China, which was merely 
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a market to Great Britain, but a matter of vital interest to Japan. 
The writer alleged that the Japanese Ambassador in London had 
been warned to be circumspect, lest Japan should pay too high a price 
for British friendship. 

August 10th.—The state of emergency proclaimed at the end of 
February was terminated. 

Report ve arrival of Japanese troops at Changpei. (See China). 


League of Nations. 
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE. 

July 30th.—It was learnt that notification had been received from 
the British Government of the ratification of seven conventions pro- 
viding for compulsory old age, health and life insurance for certain 
classes of workers, and for the prohibition of underground work by 
women in mines of all categories. 


Lithuania. , ; 
August 5th.—German-Lithuanian trade treaty. (See Germany). 


Manchukuo. 


August 11th.—The State Council enacted legislation for the en- 
forcement of an import licence system on wheat, flour, rice, and wool, 
for the protection of home industry. 


The Netherlands. 
August 4th.—M. Labeyrie, the new Governor of the Bank of France, 


arrived in Amsterdam, to see Dr. Trip, President of the Netherlands 
Bank. 

It was reported that the Government refused to allow the Royal 
Dutch Air Lines to sell two Fokker aeroplanes to Spain. 

August 5th.—In a statement to the Agence Economique et Financtére 
M. Labeyrie said he thought an international currency understanding, 
accompanied by an alignment of currencies, was essential for a real 
improvement in commercial exchanges, but that France in no event 
contemplated an isolated operation in that domain. 


New Zealand. 


August 3rd.—On the return of the Government delegation from 
Samoa, its leader stated that as a result of the visit grievances had 
been cleared up, and the people were determined to work harmoniously 
with the Administration. The Government had revoked the ordinances 
empowering banishment and restricting the free movement of in- 
dividuals within the territory, and the proclamation declaring the 
Mau (the home rule movement) a seditious organization. The delega- 
tion had given an undertaking to repatriate the Chinese and coolie 
labour brought into Samoa during the past Administration. “It 
would be imposing a grievous hardship,” it was added, “on the 
Samoans if they were again placed under German rule.”’ 

August 4th—The Labour Government’s first Budget was 
presented, in which revenue was estimated at {£31,067,000, against 
{26,172,000 the previous year, and expenditure at £31,054,000, against 
£25,890,000. Additional expenditure included £250,000 for defence, 
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of which £190,000 was to be spent on maintaining larger cruisers, and 
£60,000 on strengthening land defences. The public works programme 
would cost {£10,450,000, of which {4,510,000 was to be met from 
revenue account, and the rest from borrowing. 


Palestine. 

July 29th.—Personnel and terms of reference of the Royal Com. 
mission. (See Great Britain). 

July 30th.—Jewish comment on the announcement of the Royal 
Commission’s visit was apprehensive. According to the Palestine 
Post it ** is a concession to, and will advertise Arab fears, a concession 
even to the very dangerous method employed by the Arabs to bring 
their fears to the notice of the world.” 

July 31st.—Sir Michael McDonnell, the Chief Justice, and Mr. 
Justice Manning, sitting at the High Court, declared to be ultra vires 
section 19 (a) of the Emergency Regulations of June 12th, under which 
a collective fine of {P1,000 was imposed on the town of Gaza on July 7th, 
as a punishment for its share in wire-cutting and railway sabotage. 

The Chief Justice held that in the first place this legislation had 
not been specified as retrospectively applicable to acts committed before 
June 12th, and secondly that, under the strict rule of interpretation 
required when laws encroached upon the rights of the subject, the 
article of the Defence Order in Council which empowered the High 
Commissioner to make regulations in matters coming within the 
appropriation or forfeiture of property did not include punitive for- 
feiture of money. 

A British officer and three soldiers were wounded during attacks 
by an Arab band near Affule. 

August 1st.—In consequence of the High Court’s decision on 
collective fines, the High Commissioner enacted a new Collective Fines 
Ordinance empowering a District Commissioner to impose collective 
fines on any community members which had, in his opinion, com- 
mitted offences anywhere in Palestine since the beginning of the 
troubles on April 19th, or had impeded the discovery of criminals, 
and also providing that notwithstanding any invalidity in part or 
whole of the section of the Emergency Regulation challenged by the 
High Court’s decision, fines already imposed or to be collected there- 
under should be deemed to have been lawfully and validly levied. 

August 2nd.—It was reported that an Arab detective-inspector 
had been shot dead in Haifa, and two Jewish watchmen murdered 
at Rihania. 

Amendments were stated to have been made to the Defence 
Emergency Regulations, by which the term “ Assistant District 
Commissioner ” was included in that of “ District Commissioner,” 
and ammunition was added to the regulations making possession of 
firearms and explosives punishable with imprisonment from five years 
to life. 

August 4th.—Members of the Arab Higher Committee and some 
mayors went to Amman to consult the Emir of Transjordan before 
taking action regarding the Royal Commission. 

It was reported that the smuggling of arms and ammunition had 
reached serious proportions, and that an Arab had been arrested 
travelling to Tulkarem with over 1,000 rounds of rifle ammunition. 
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August 5th.—The Court of Appeal allowed the Attorney-General’s 
appeal against the sentences passed by a District Court which had 
imposed less than the minimum penalty of five years’ imprisonment 
for arms-Ccarrying. 

August 6th.—The conversations between the Emir of Trans- 
jordan and Arab notables were reported to have led to an increase of 
confidence in Great Britain’s goodwill, and to the possibility of the 
triumph of moderate counsels. 

Two Jews were killed near Hedera and Hatikva. 

August 7th.—In an engagement near Nablus, when Arabs attacked 
a convoy from Tel Aviv, a British officer was slightly wounded, and 
some 18 Arabs were believed to have been killed. 

Mr. Alan Rowe, a British Archeologist, was attacked and slightly 
wounded at Acre by two Arabs. He was the first British civilian to 
be directly molested. 

August 9th.—Efforts were made to enforce the strike in Haifa, 
where 17 Arabs were arrested for intimidation of workers. 

A Jewish watchman was shot dead near Jaffa. 

August 10th.—A British officer was killed by the explosion of a 
mine near Nablus, and a aircraftman was shot and fatally wounded 
by an Arab just outside Jerusalem. 


Poland. ; 
July 31st.—The Foreign Office issued a communiqué stating that 


Poland intended to bring before the League of Nations a demand for 
colonies, and that there were territories in South Africa and South 
America suitable for Polish colonization. 


Po 


July 30th.—Anglo-Portuguese colonial discussions. (See Great 
Britain). 

August 5th.—Disturbances were reported in Madeira, as a result 
of the new butter decree ; order was restored by the police, and work 
in the port of Funchal was stated to be normal. 

August 7th.—It was stated that a military tribunal had been set 
up in Madeira, and that the Government were sending two warships 
with aeroplanes and a company of Chasseurs from Portugal. 


S 

July 29th.—The Government issued a decree authorizing special 
credits of 40,000,000 pesetas (over £1,000,000) for its requirements in 
the civil war. By another decree the military command was to be 
the supreme authority in the zones of military operations. All men 
of the 1934 and 1935 classes on leave or provisional release from 
service were recalled to the colours in the provinces of Madrid, Toledo, 
Ciudad Real, Guadalajara, and Cuenta. 

Further expropriations of church property by the Catalan Govern- 
ment were reported. British and American property in Barcelona 
was stated to have been confiscated by Communists. All British 
subjects in Barcelona were advised by their Consul-General to leave 
at once. 

News was broadcast from Seville that Huelva and Moguer had 
surrendered to General de Llano’s rebel troops, also that General 
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Franco had flown to Seville from Morocco to confer with General de 
Llano. Government forces claimed to have occupied Carmona, 

Government submarines east of the Straits were bombed by rebe! 
aircraft from Ceuta, in Spanish Morocco. 

It was reported that in reply to British protests against the dropping 
of bombs near foreign shipping, General Franco had asked British 
ships to keep clear of the Spanish Government warships in order to 
avoid being attacked by his aircraft. 

In an interview given at Tetuan, General Franco declared that 
the civil war was an international question and must surely have the 
sympathy of Great Britain, Germany and Italy. The insurgents were 
not short of money, he said, but there was a danger that the Govern- 
ment might receive assistance from Moscow or France. He mentioned 
the possibility of introducing large reinforcements of Riffs into Spain. 

It was learnt that the Spanish Ambassador in Berlin had resigned. 


July 30th.—General Cabanellas, president of the Junta Defensa 
Nacional, set up by the rebels at Burgos, informed the British Govern- 
ment of the establishment of a new Government at Burgos, with 
himself as president, and the following members: Generals Saliquet, 
Ponte, Mola and Davila ; Colonels Montana and Moreno. The Committee 
sent telegrams of dismissal to all Spanish Ambassadors, Ministers and 
heads of missions. 

The execution of General Carrasco, former Military Governor of 
San Sebastian and leader of the rebels who surrendered at Lozola, 
and of some 20 officers of the garrison, was reported. 

Anti-Government forces claimed the occupation of the entire 
country between Badajoz and Cadiz, as well as the defeat of Govern- 
ment forces at Somosierra. 

Several Spanish diplomatic and consular representatives, in- 
cluding the Ambassador to the Quirinal, were reported to have 
resigned. 

Thirty-six British warships were stated to be in Spanish waters 
and at Gibraltar, seven of them being in the Barcelona area. 

Three out of five Italian aeroplanes, which had left Sardinia for 
Spanish Morocco, made forced landings on French soil, in Algeria. 
Five machine-guns were found in one of them. A member of one of 
the crews stated that they were on a mission to Nador, south of Melilla 
in Spanish Morocco. None of the aircraft bore registration marks. 
The airmen were arrested by the French authorities. 

M. Blum’s statement re policy towards Spain. (See France). 


July 31st.—An anti-Fascist reign of terror was reported in 
Barcelona, where “ purification squads ’’ were making house-to-house 
searches, and murders of nuns and priests were reported. The Military 
Committee was the supreme authority, although the Generalitat 
still issued decrees. 

The President of the Catalan Parliament, on the resignation of 
the Cabinet, agreed to form a new Government. 

Government forces claimed to have restored communications 
between Madrid and Badajoz by the capture of Villanueva, while 
rebel forces at Burgos reported the repulse of the Government attack 
on Saragossa, and the advance of their line north of Madrid. Occupation 
of San Vincente and Alcantara, in Badajoz Province, and of Baena, 
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near Cordoba, and Vejer, near Cadiz, was also claimed by insurgent 
troops. 

Tt was reported that San Roque had been made an anti-Government 
military base, and that constant reinforcements from Morocco were 
arriving at Algeciras by air. 

August 1st.—In a world broadcast from Madrid, Sefior Barrio, 
president of the Junta de Levante, said the rebellion was based on the 
false supposition that the Government was assuming illegitimate powers 
and that victory for the State would be followed by the installation 
of a Communist régime. He emphasized that the Government was 
not Marxist. 

Various social measures recently decreed by the Catalan Govern- 
ment were reported, including a 40-hour week, a wage increase of 
I5 per cent., and a debt moratorium. 

The French Government’s communiqué and appeal for neutrality 
to Great Britain and Italy. (See France). 

August 2nd.—The constitution of a new Catalan Government was 
announced, consisting of an enlarged Council-General of 15, composed 
of 10 representatives of the Left political parties, 3 Socialists, and 
2 technicians. It was hoped, apparently, that it would act as a counter- 
balance to the anti-Fascist Military Committee of 15, which was 
dominated by a bloc of 5 Anarcho-Syndicalists. 

The Military Committee was stated to have issued a proclamation 
in Barcelona, during the week-end, that all who pillaged unlawfully, 
carried out searches or committed injustices would be shot, and stating 
that the Committee had 5,000 militiamen at its disposal to safeguard 
public order. 

The Government announced the capture of Castillio Atienza, 
east of Madrid, the destruction of Oyarzun, and continued progress 
towards Saragossa. 

A column of some 1,500 Spanish exiles from Salamanca, led by 
Colonel Dorval, and known as the ‘“ Ducal Army,”’ was reported to 
have been defeated by loyalist troops under Colonel Mangada. 

The insurgents claimed the capture of Orduna. A Government 
warship was stated to have joined the rebels at Algeciras. 

Mobs of armed peasantry, incited by bands of Reds from Malaga, 
were reported by British refugees from Granada to be carrying out a 
wholesale massacre of property-owners in the town of Loja, between 
Granada and Malaga, and to be burning churches and farms. Similar 
outbreaks were reported at Marbella and Estepona. 

It was stated that the British Embassy had again been moved, 
this time to Hendaye, on the French side of the frontier. 

Reports from Spanish Morocco stated that 18 Italian aeroplanes 
had now been delivered there. Major Armada, General Franco’s 
right-hand man, stated that they had been sent to repatriate Italian 
subjects in Morocco. 

Italian and German battleships and cruisers were reported to 
be cruising in the neighbourhood of the Balearic Islands. 

August 3rd.—With the arrival of Government reinforcements 
from Valencia a fresh outburst of activity was reported in the Guadar- 
rama sector. 

In Madrid the moratorium was stated to have been extended 
until August gth, and Stock Exchange settlements postponed until 
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August 31st. House rents below 201 pesetas a month had been 
reduced by half. The Minister of Agriculture and Industry, Don 
Buylla, made a statement on the progress of the Government’s policy 
of “‘ republicanizing ”” the Civil Service, and of the measures taken 
towards State supervision of industries, which he said would probably 
become permanent. 

British refugees from Barcelona reported a split in the anti-Fascist 
Front there, between the Socialists and the Anarcho-Syndicalists, as a 
result of which three Socialist leaders were killed in a shooting affray. 
According to one report the President of the Catalan General Workers’ 
Union had been shot dead after a dispute with members of the National 
Labour Federation. 

General de Llano, in command of the rebel forces in Seville, claimed 
that a force from the south was closing on Madrid, and that Ayamonte 
(25 miles west of Huelva), and Sanlucar de Barrameda (20 miles north 
of Cadiz), had been occupied by his own men. He also stated that 
several units of the Civil Guard in Seville had gone over to the rebel 
cause. From this it appeared that the rebels were not in complete 
control of Seville. 

Three Government warships bombarded the coast between 
Marbella and Estepona, and at Punta Carnero. 

The German battleship Deutschland put into Ceuta, and the 
Admiral proceeded to Tetuan, where he was received by General Franco. 
Several German aeroplanes were reported to have arrived at Tetuan. 

Belgium and arms for Spain. (See Belgium). 

Conversations between Count Ciano and the French Ambassador 
in Rome re neutrality. (See Italy). 

August 4th.—According to messages from Madrid the Government 
had successfully begun their offensive in the Guadarrama sector with 
the reoccupation of the Col de Léon, and the capture of the village of 
Guadarrama. 

In the north-west the Government claimed to be in complete 
control of Asturias (with the exception of Oviedo) and, in the south, 
of the whole province of Vizcaya. 

The insurgents claimed the capture of Ronda, in the south. 

In an interview at Burgos, General Mola, the rebel leader in the 
north, said the revolution was not a military coup, but a mass move- 
ment against the forces of internationalism. The military operations 
had succeeded according to plan, he said, except for the Navy’s refusal 
to join, and the treachery of the Basque Nationalists. Once they got 
into Madrid, they would set up a military directorate of six Generals. 

August 5th.—Government forces claimed the capture of San Rafael, 
in the Guadarrama sector, and Huesca, the main obstacle to the advance 
on Saragossa. 

Catalan soldiers of the last three classes were called up. It 
was agreed by the Catalan Government that control of recruits should 
be transferred to the Military Committee. 

A broadcast message from Corunna stated that Admiral Don 
Antonio Alarola, commander of the naval base at Ferrol, had been 
executed after trial by Court-martial. 

It was reported from French sources that Prince Don Juan the 
heir to the throne had arrived in Burgos to help the rebels, but that he 
had been sent back to France on the ground that the rebellion was 
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not a Monarchist one. Carlist activity was reported in Navarre and 
the Basque provinces. 

Insurgent forces claimed to have defeated a column of workers 
near Granada, inflicting 250 casualties. 

Colonel Yagues, commander of the Ceuta garrison, landed some 
2,000 men at Algeciras, by ship from Morocco, after an engagement 
with a Government destroyer in the Straits, during which a shell fell 
and exploded on Gibraltar racecourse. The British destroyer Basilisk 
was shelled by a land battery, in mistake for a Government destroyer. 

It was reported that the rebels had surrendered the island of 
Cabrera, off Majorca, in the face of threats of bombardment by 
Government submarines. 

General de Llano was stated to be at Cordoba. At Huelva the 
colonels of the local carabineros and Civil Guard, and the Civil Governor, 
were reported to have been shot after trial by Court-martial, after 
the capture of the town by General de Llano’s troops, on charges of 
arson and looting. 

French official enquiry into Italian aeroplanes which landed in 
Morocco. (See France). 


August 6th.—Reports from Madrid stated that railway services 
were now established with Talavera in the valley of the Tagus, with 
Badajoz in the south-west, and eastward to Guadalajara. In the 
Guadarrama sector, it was stated, anti-Government forces held the 
first slopes of the Somosierra pass, and Government forces the crest 
at Navacerrede. Toledo was almost entirely occupied by Government 
forces, which also claimed the recapture of Baenia, and the defeat 
of an insurgent column in Oviedo. 

The arrest was reported of 114 monks at the Escurial, and of a 
number of bishops. 

It was learnt that four Germans had been murdered by Communists 
on the outskirts of Barcelona on July 24th. 

The Press reported the discovery of a manifesto by Sefior Gil 
Robles, the Right leader, addressed before the rising to the armed 
forces, which was considered to prove his complicity in the revolution. 

Fresh resignations of diplomatic representatives abroad were 
reported, including those of the Ministers in Berne, Bucharest, Vienna 
and Helsingfors. 

Another batch of Moroccan troops was landed at Algeciras, bring- 
ing the total up to about 9,000 native troops and two banderas of 
the Foreign Legion. 

The Tangier correspondent of the Petit Parisien reported the 
existence of serious discontent among the native population in Spanish 
Morocco, largely due to economic causes and to reductions in the 
soldiers’ pay. 

Colonel Sarabia, A.D.C. to President Azana, was appointed Minister 
of War, in place of General Castello. 

The Catalan Government fell, and a new one was formed with 
the Socialists excluded, on the ground that they had broken up the 
“ anti-Fascist ’? Front. (The Government had attempted to gain 
control in the anti-Fascist Committee of Fifteen, which derived its 
power from the support of the Socialists). 

August 7th.—The Government received from the German Chargé 
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d’Affaires a protest against the murder of four Germans near Barcelona, 
and a demand for an indemnity. 

Government forces, led by the Anarcho-Syndicalist, Sefior Derruti, 
reported the occupation of Pina de Ebro, on the way to Saragossa, 
and the Catalan Defence Minister, Sefior Sandindo, also reported a 
general advance towards that city. 

Gijon was reported to have been bombarded by a rebel cruiser 
for several days. 

A broadcast from Seville reported the arrival there of General 
Franco. 

Government warships bombarded Algeciras and Ceuta, and at 
the former place over 100 persons were killed or wounded. 

August 8th.—The frontier gates at La Linea were kept closed, 
and all Spaniards, without exception, were forbidden by the Spanish 
military authorities to enter Gibraltar. 

August gth.—Government forces captured the islands of Iviza 
and Formentera, after bombardment by warship and aeroplane. 

The Catalan Government issued a decree creating an Industries 
Commission, charged with the manufacture, distribution, and control 
of all war material. Thirteen industrial plants were expropriated, to 
be converted into munition factories. 

The Prime Minister, speaking in Madrid, again protested against 
the employment of Moors, “* by generals who call themselves Christians,” 
to subdue and kill Spaniards. He went on to say that the rebellion 
had been overcome, and at the same time denied emphatically the 
‘“‘ infamous invention ” that Spain had already gone Communist. 

The Communist Deputy, Sefior Hernandez, editor of the paper 
Mundo Obrero, told a press meeting that the Communist Party, with- 
out abandoning its ultimate aims, realized that the intermediary 
period of a ** democratic bourgeois revolution ” must be gone through 
first. 

The leader of the Partido Obrero de Unification Marxista 
(P.O.U.M.), speaking at a mass meeting in Barcelona, said the forma- 
tion of a Government composed exclusively of workers was absolutely 
essential. Parliament was discredited, while the Army must disappear 
to make way for the Workers’ Militia. 

The Anarchist paper Solidaridad Obrera said that military officers 
must recognize that the Spain of before July roth no longer existed, 
and they must identify themselves with the people in arms. 

August 1oth.—Asturian miners, led by Sefior Pena, leader of the 
1934 revolt, captured a village on the outskirts of Oviedo. 

General Franco issued a manifesto, published by the Portuguese 
press, in which he said: ‘“‘ Spain is republican and will remain so. 
Neither the régime nor the flag will be changed. The only change 
will be that crime will be replaced by order, acts of banditry by acts 
of progressive work.” 

The Army, he said, might be compared with a surgeon who was 
operating to save Spain. The military dictatorship would endure only 
for the period necessary to rally all patriots to the support of the 
nation, and to form administrative bodies to assure the reform of 
the country. 

The rebels claimed the capture of the heights surrounding Badajoz, 
and reports were current in the north that they had captured Santander. 
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General Cabanellas, the head of the insurgent junta at Burgos, 
issued a decree calling up all reservists of the 1933, 1934, and 1935 
classes. 

Statement to Paris press by Sefior Zamora. (See France). 

August 11th.—Generals Goded and Burriel were condemned to 
death for military rebellion by a Military Court at Barcelona. 

General Goded declared that he had come there from Majorca 
at the request of the Barcelona garrison ; he denied that the movement 
was of Fascist character, and said it was intended to save Spain from 
anarchy. He did not know who its leader was, and he had acted in 
conformity with the decisions of various military /uwntas in different 
parts of Spain. 

General Mola’s press bureau at Burgos issued a statement that 
“ neither General Franco nor General Mola has come to any agreement 
with either Italy or Germany in regard to Spanish Morocco, or any 
other international question.” 

The rebel forces claimed the capture of Tolosa, some 15 miles 
south of San Sebastian, and of Las Arenas, 25 miles south of Santander. 

In the Guadarrama sector the Government forces captured Leon 
Village, commanding the Leon Pass. 

Further detachments of Moroccan troops landed at Getares Bay 
and proceeded to La Linea. 

In Catalonia the. U.G.T. was reported to have organized three 
women’s battalions, one to join in the attack on Saragossa and another 


in that on Majorca. 


Tanganyika. 
August 5th.—Referring in a speech at Arusha to the future of 


Tanganyika, the Governor, Sir Harold MacMichael, said the Territory 
was an exposed flank of East Africa, and it was from a strategical point 
of view unthinkable that Great Britain would ever hand it over to 
anyone who might use it for military, naval or air bases. 


Tangier. 

July 29th.—In view of the Spanish Navy’s activities in the port 
the International Commission of Control passed a resolution, by a 
majority vote, ordering the formation of a commission to control the 
port, and to take the necessary measures for the town’s security. The 
commanders of warships sent by the Powers were to sit on the com- 
mission in the proportion of one to each nation. All its decisions were 
to be notified to the President of the Commission of Control. 

July 30th.—French disapproval of the International Commission’s 
resolution was reported, on the ground that interpretation of rights 
and obligations concerning the permanent neutrality of the Inter- 
national Administration of Tangier was a purely diplomatit matter, 
and as such should fall to the Resident-General of France in Morocco, 
acting as Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Sherifian Government. 

Commanders of ships notified the Commission of Control of 
decisions on technical measures to prevent the Spanish fleet from 
endangering Tangier, which were then submitted by its members to 
their respective Governments. 

Submarines were again bombed by rebel aircraft in Tangier waters. 
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It was reported that two Government destroyers had joined the sub. 
marines in the Bay and were helping to patrol the Straits. 

August 6th.—Reports stated that General Franco had sent a ney 
protest to the Commission of Control against the continued use of 
Tangier as a base by the Spanish Government’s fleet, threatening to 
take action unless neutrality was observed. 

August 9th.—The Commission of Control brought pressure to bear 
on the Spanish Consul-General to give orders that all Spanish war- 
ships should leave the port and not put in again. 

Local Communists formed a committee which placed a guard of 
armed volunteers over the Spanish Legation, and was stated to have 
the Minister entirely in their hands. 

The Administrator of Tangier issued orders that no special re- 
strictions, other than those laid down by the regulations, should be 
enforced by the police in regard to the entry of all persons from the 
Spanish Zone. 

As the result of pressure on the Spanish Consul-General by a 
majority of the members of the Commission of Control, orders were 
stated to have been given that Spanish warships must leave Tangier, 
and not put in there again. 


Turkey. 

July 31st.—The Grand National Assembly ratified by a unanimous 
vote the Montreux Straits Convention. M. Aras stated that in view 
of Mr. Eden’s recent announcement about the pacts of mutual assistance 
in the Mediterranean, and of the assurances of Italian friendship towards 
Turkey given him by the Italian Ambassador, the Turkish Government 
considered that their undertaking to Great Britain had lapsed. 

August 3rd.—The Straits Commission met in Constantinople, and 
decided to complete its winding up by October rst. The Italian delegate 
dissented on the ground that in his Government’s view the Commission 
retained its functions. 

August 4th.—Bulgarian ratification of the Straits Convention. 
(See Bulgaria). 

August 7th.—Greek ratification of the Montreux Straits Con- 
vention. (See Greece). 


U.S.A. 
July 30th.—President Roosevelt’s visit to Canada. (See Canada). 


August 3rd.—Mr. Cordell Hull stated that American nationals 
in Spain had been advised to leave the country, but that the three 
American warships in Spanish waters would be kept there indefinitely 
for their evacuation. The Spanish insurgents, he added, had asked 
the American Government for recognition, but no consideration had 
been given to the request. 

German decree ending barter transactions with the U.S.A. (See 
Germany). 

August 4th.—Warrants were served on a number of individuals, 
large oil companies, and concerns publishing oil trade journals, indicted 
on a charge of violating the Sherman Anti-Trust Act by unlawful 
conspiracy to raise and fix the prices of petrol. 

August 5th.—The Executive Council of the American Federation 
of Labour voted the suspension of ten unions affiliated to Mr. John 


174 





35 


Lewis’s committee for industrial reorganization, unless they withdrew 
from the committee within a month. Mr. Lewis, who was head of 
the Mineworkers’ Union, threatened that if he were expelled he would 
establish a Labour movement as a rival to the American Federation 
of Labour. 

The dispute had grown out of the Lewis committee’s effort to 
organize the steel industry along vertical lines, so that all steel workers, 
regardless of craft would belong to the same union. Mr. William Green, 
President of the Federation of Labour, stated that the Council’s official 
decision in no way involved a struggle of “‘ industrial versus craft 
union.” 

August 7th.—The Treasury announced that the retaliatory duties 
recently imposed on certain classes of German goods would be lifted 
forthwith, the German Government having stated that no export 
subsidies were paid to the manufacturer of these goods. 

Mr. Phillips, Under-Secretary of State, stated that the Govern- 
ment had sent a sharp warning to the Spanish Government that they 
looked to the latter for the protection of American property, and for 
indemnification for any delinquency in this respect. 


U.S.S.R. 
July 30th.—British Export Credits Guarantee. (See Great Britain). 


Anglo-Russian Naval Understanding. (See Great Britain). 

August Ist.—Mr. Maisky’s speech on foreign policy. (See Great 
Britain). 

August 3rd.—It was reported that a fund would be raised by 


a levy of a half per cent. on the wages of all employees of State 
factories and offices, to help the Spanish Government. 

August 4th.—Many articles in support of the Spanish Communists 
appeared in the Soviet press, and trade unions organized demonstrations 
of solidarity throughout the country. 

August 5th.—In reply to representations made by the French 
Chargé d’Affaires that the French Government considered it very 
desirable that the U.S.S.R. should accept the principle of non- 
interference in Spain, the Foreign Commissariat stated that the 
Government of the U.S.S.R. shared the principle of non-interference, 
and was ready to take part in the proposed agreement; they also 
desired that Portugal should join the agreement, and “that the 
assistance rendered by certain States to the rebels against the legal 
Government of Spain,” should be immediately discontinued. 

August 7th.—It was announced that the Gosbank was handing 
to the Spanish Government 36,435,000 French francs (about £479,000) 
as the result of a three-day campaign for the “ Defence of the Spanish 
People” Fund. 

August 10th.—The Government informed the French Government 
that they were willing to give their adhesion to the text of the French 
proposals regarding non-intervention in Spain. 

The President of the Far Eastern Territory stated that the Army 
in the Far East and the Pacific Fleet were ‘‘ now ready to give the 
enemy a knock from which they will not soon recover, if they attack 
Russia’s frontier. 
way During the year 3,000 million roubles were to be spent in the 
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Territory, where the railways were being improved and extended, 
and many new roads built. 

August 11th.—A decree was issued lowering the age at which 
conscripts were to be called up from 21 to 19 years. It would not take 
full effect until 1939 


Vatican City. 

August 10th.—The Observatore Romano, replying to enquiries as 
to what action the Holy See had taken in view of the acts of sacrilege 
in Spain, stated that the most energetic protests had been conveyed 
to the Government of Madrid. 

The paper added that, even in the past, the repeated complaints 
made by the Holy See did not succeed in inducing the Government 
to prevent acts of violence against the Church. Nevertheless, “ al] 
morally upright persons expect the Madrid Government to intervene 
and check such deplorable excesses, or at least to deplore publicly such 
acts of sacrilege... .” 


Yugoslavia. 

August 5th.—It was reported that some 300 British exporters 
had protested against the new régime of import control, and that the 
British Government had sent a Note claiming that Article 8 of the 
Anglo-Yugoslav Treaty of Commerce of 1927 had been violated, and 
suggesting that negotiations on the subject should be opened in 
London. 
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